
Auto Workers Strike General Motors  
In mid-September, nearly 50,000 autoworkers went on strike at General Motors 
(GM), in the largest private sector strike since the last time the union and company 
clashed, in 2007. The strike has inspired workers across the United States. A dec-
ade ago, the GM workforce granted massive concessions to the automaker during 
the Great Recession. Now they hope to stop further give-backs demanded by GM 
and are out to win back some of what was lost over the last decade. 
 

Like railroad workers, auto workers have seen a steady decline in employment lev-
els, spinoffs of sections of the industry to non-union low-wage labor, and the use of 
contractors and temps to do work formerly performed by union workers. In addition, 
the industry is pushing to consolidate and close more and more facilities in the U.S. 
and wants workers to pay more for their health care. Meantime, the auto industry 
and GM in particular are making record profits. Sound familiar? 
 

Railroad Workers United adopted a Resolution of Support for Striking GM Workers 
a few days after the strike began. Some rail unions have likewise stepped up as 
well. Railroaders are encouraged to not only honor UAW picket lines, but to join the 
strikers on the line, make financial contributions, and to otherwise lend support to 
these fellow workers in struggle. A victory here will be a shot in the arm, a boost of 
support for all industrial workers nationwide. 
 

On November 1, the rail unions and the major rail carriers will exchange proposals 
to be the subject of the upcoming round of national contract bargaining. Will the 
carriers demand more of the same, more give-backs, more contracting out, more 
co-pays and deductibles, fewer employees, longer hours? Will railroad workers go 
on strike? We cannot predict the future but we all need to prepare now. 
 

As we go to press, the autoworkers remain on strike, the longest at GM in 50 years! 

 

RWU member Adam Haslag and others join au-
toworkers on the picket line in Kansas City. Rails 
are encouraged to support striking workers such 
as these and to take the opportunity to share 
our news with them. With strike activity on the 
increase nationwide, we may be next! 


